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WESTMINSTFR ABBEY is perhaps the best known and most loved building in the English-speaking world, a place of great beauty, worship and prayer, a church whose life has been identified with the British nation for more than 900 years. A church was founded by a Saxon king early in the 7th century on this site. Later Edward the Confessor built a church dedicated to St. Peter. It was founded in 1050 and completed in 1065. There has been much reconstruction over the centuries and most the exterior dates from the 19th century. All the English sovereigns have been crowned in the abbey since William I and many of them are buried here, including Edward the Confessor, Elizabeth I, Charles II. There is the tomb of Mary, Queen of Scots here, too. There are many hundreds of monuments to see and many of England's greatest sons are buried within its precincts: some statesmen, scientists: Newton, Darwin, some writers and poets in Poets' corner (Geo​ffrey Chaucer, Samuel Johnson, Charles Dickens, Robert Browning, Tennison, O.Wilde, R.Kipling, D.H.Lawrence, L. Carrol, etc.). In Poets' corner there is the memorial to William Shakespeare. The Tomb of the Unknown Warrior is worth mentioning. It commemorates those who were killed in the Great War 1914-18 The Coronation Chair contained the 'stone of destiny' on which the English kings had been crowned. It was brought to London from Scotland by Edward I in 1297 as a symbol of capturing Scotland. In 1996 it was taken back to Scotland.
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   There are 18 bridges over the Thames in London.

  No one quite knows when the first London Bridge was built, but. It was probably early on in the Roman occupation of Britain. Later it was frequently rebuilt and destroyed. In 1176 "old London Bridge" was begun, the first stone one, but it was made into a street when houses and a chapel were added later, It became one of the sights of Europe, but eventually the houses were demolished, though the bridge itself lasted until 1825. In 1973 London Bridge was taken down and sold to America. The New London Bridge was designed by Harold Knox King. Tower Bridge was built in 1886-94. Its Gothic towers are stone skin clothing, the steel structure which carries the mechanism. It has never failed to open and road traffic must give way. The pedestrian walk was closed because it was used suicides.

   Westminster Bridge, built in 1750, was the next bridge to span the London Thames after the Roman London Bridge. Here Wordsworth was inspired in 1802 to write his sonnet on the view. Sixty years later it was replaced by the present bridge designed by Thomas Page. At its west end is an enormous statue of Boadicea in her chariot by Th. Thornycroft, put there in 1902. 
St. Paul's Cathedral
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St. Paul's Cathedral is situated in the City of London. It was designed by Sir Christopher Wren (1632s 1723) who was not only an architect but also one of the best geometers of his day, a mathematician and astronomer.
It took Wren 35 years to build the Cathedral which is the greatest of English Churches. It is considered to be a fine specimen of Renaissance architecture.

The Cathedral is 515 ft long and 180 ft wide. Its famous dome is the largest church dome in the world after St. Peter's in Rome.

The Cathedral is Gothic in plan but the details are classic Renaissance. In one of the twin baroque towers there is one of the largest bells in the world, Great Paul, weighing about 17,5 tons.

Inside there is a wonderful mixture of architectural work, paintings, mosaics and statues which are monuments to generals and admirals who are buried there and among them Admiral Nelson and the Duke of Wellington.
When Christopher Wren was 90 he was carried here once a year so that he could see his beautiful work. He himself is buried in the Cathedral. There is no monument to Christopher Wren but on his tomb in the centre of the Cathedral there is an inscription which reads: «If you seek a monument, look around». The inscription is in Latin.

St. Paul's Cathedral was partly destroyed in 1941 by a direct hit from bombs. After the war it was restored.
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Trafalgar Square
Trafalgar square is the natural centre of London. It was so named in the memory of the victory in the battle of Trafalgar. On October, 21, 1805 English fleet under Horasher Nelson’s command defeated the allied French and Spanish fleets in a great naval battle at Trafalgar; this was a triumphant victory of the British nation over Napoleon. To commemorate the victory of Admiral Lord Nelson at Trafalgar, Trafalgar Square was constructed. The Nelson Column was erected in 1842 in     commemoration of Admiral Nelson, who was killed in this battle.
The statue of Nelson on the top of the column was made by a well-known English sculptor Edward Bailey. It is 185 feet high. Round the base there are four bronze carvings representing scenes from famous naval battles. In 1867 four great lions were placed at the foot of the Nelson Column. There are four fountains in this Square.
On the north side of Trafalgar Square stands the National Gallery, one of the world's leading art galleries, comprising extensive collections of various European schools of art. The square is popular with visitors who come to relax, watch pavement artists, or eat their lunch and feed the pigeons. .
Like Hyde Park, Trafalgar Square is often referred to in the British press as a place where mass meetings and demonstrations are held, the traditional anti-war march among them.
THE TOWER OF LONDON
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THE TOWER OF LONDON is a fortress on the Thames in the City of London. It was begun by William the Conqueror as a fortress and a palace. The oldest part, the keep, or White Tower, was completed in 1078 by Bishop Gundulf on the site of British and Roman fortifications. The inner wall, with its 13 towers, dates from the thirteenth century and the outer wall, two thirds of a mile in extent, was added by Edward the first. For some centuries it was a royal residence and the principle state prison.  Among prisoners executed there were Anne Boleyn, Catherine Howard, Lady Jane Grey, More. There was even a zoo there which began as the king's private collection of animals.   After   1850 the Tower became a tourist attraction. Today it is a barracks, an armoury and a museum.  Its museums display weapons, armour and instruments of torture and execution/ The Beefeaters wear a State Dress uniform which has remained unaltered since the reign of Henry VII. For many centuries ravens have guarded the Tower. At present there are about 40 Yeoman Warders at the Tower. They are former warrant officers who have served for at least 22 years. Usually they wear dark blue and red uniform. For state occasions the Yeoman Warders, like the Yeoman of the Guard on duty at the Tower (Beefeaters), wear Tudor bonnets and scarlet and gold tunics.
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British Museums and Galleries
The national museums and art galleries in London contain collections of objects of artistic, archaeological, scientific, historical and general interest. They are the British Museum, the Science Museum, the National Gallery, the Tate Gallery, the National Portrait Gallery and many others. 
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  The British Museum contains the most important collections in Britain. It is officially described as being the National Library and Museum of History, Archaeology, Art and Ethnography. One of the most interesting rooms is the one where the Elgin Marbles are exhibited. The British Museum is the largest and the most important museum in the U.K., which contains one of the world's richest collections of antiquities and the British national library. It was founded in 1753 with the purchase of Sir Hans Sloane's library and the Harley art collection. The British Museum was opened at Montagu House in 1759. The Royal Library, donated by George II, and the Gotten collection completed the original exhibition. In the years which followed the museum grew to be one of the most extensive in the world and Sir Robert Smirke was commissioned to design a much larger building on the same site. The construction was completed by 1847 and the Reading Room opened in 1857. The glass-domed Reading Room is 42 m in diameter and 32 m high. It has over 25 miles of shelves. The British Museum library receives a copy of every publication issued in the U.K.
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  Big Ben
It is the real symbol of London! Housed in the 12m square, 95m high Clock Tower of the Palace of Westminster, Big Ben is an enormous bell, cast at the White chapel Bell Foundry in 1858. It takes its name from the very stout Sir Benjamin Hall who, as First Commissioner of Works, was responsible for hanging it in 1859. The bell, which developed a large crack in its early days, is over 2m high, 2.75m in diameter and weighs 13.5 tons and the hammer which strikes it weighs 8 tons. On a calm day it can be heard nearly all over London.  There’s no lift and the visitors have to go up 374 steps to reach the top. The clock was constructed by Dent's and its four faces are each 7 metres in diameter: the minute hands are 4.24m in length and the hour hands extend to 2.75m. The clock is usually accurate to within one second per annum and fine adjustments are made by varying a number of coins placed on the mechanism.  The Great Bell has four Little Ben round him. Big Ben speaks only once an hour but the other four tell the quarters and half hours. Its sound was first broadcast by the BBC on New Year's Eve, 1923: Big Ben striking the hour is one of the most familiar sounds of Britain and has become famous throughout the World. 
A light shining from the clock tower at night signifies that Parliament is in session.
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      Buckingham Palace
   Buckingham Palace is the Queen’s official London residence.
  London has a number of royal palaces, but only one, St. James, was   actually   built   as   a   palace,   the   others   being   originally    private houses of the nobility. Buckingham Palace was built by the Duke of Buckingham, later it was bought by George III, who moved there from St. James's.
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  Londoners and the tourists usually watch the Changing of the Guards in the forecourt of the palace. It lasts about 30 minutes.
The Queen likes to spend her spare time in Windsor Castle which is situated 22 miles from London.
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The Houses of Parliament
 One of the most popular sights of London is the Palace of Westminster, usually known as the Houses of Parliament, stands on the left bank of the river Thames. The building has become the symbol of the English capital.
 During the reign of Edward the Confessor the Palace of Westminster was built. It was the royal residence and also the country’s main court. The Parliament met here since the 16th till the 19th century. The present Houses of Parliament were built after the fire in 1834.

The Houses of Parliament, seat of the Mother of Parliaments, at Westminster are not ancient, having been started in 1837. 

It is interesting to notice that the Lord Chancellor sits on a big red sack full of wool. In the old times it was wool which made England rich and famous.

 When Parliament sits, a flag flies from the Victoria Tower by day and at night a light shines in the clock tower above Big Ben, the famous clock named after Sir Benjamin Hall, commissioner of works in 1858 when it was made. 
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Piccadilly Circus
   Piccadilly is a fashionable shopping centre. Its famous fountain with a statue of Eros, the Greek god of        Love, attracts crowds of tourists.

